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this terrible personage than had any man at the Court.
lie introduced himself to me in fact, to my surprise;
and although I did all in my power to shun his ac-
quaintance, I could not succeed. He was too danger-
ous a man to be treated with anything but great
prudence.

During- the autumn of this year, he gave a sample of
his quality in the part he took in the destruction of the
celebrated monastery of Port Royal des Champs, i
need not dwell at; any great length upon the origin
and progress of the two religious parties, the JaiiM'iiists.
and the Molinists; enough has been written on both
sides to form a whole library* It is enough for me to
say that the Molinists were so called because they
adopted the views expounded by the Pcre Molina in
a book he wrote against the doctrines of St. Augustin
and of the Church of Rome, upon the subject of spir-
itual grace. The Pore Molina was a Jesuit* and it was
by the Jesuits his book was brought forward and sup-
ported. Finding, however, that the views it expounded
met with general opposition, not only throughout
France, but at Rome, they had recourse to their usual
artifices on feeling themselves embarrassed, turned
themselves into accusers instead of defendants, and in-
vented a heresy that had neither author nor follower,
which they attributed to Cornelius Jansenius, Bishop of
Ypres. Many and long were the discussions at Rome
upon this ideal heresy, invented by the Jesuits solely
for the purpose of weakening the adversaries of Molina.
To oppose his doctrines was to be a Jansenist, That
in substance was what was meant by Jansenism,

At the monastery of Port Royal des Champs, a num-